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Conservation News

“The homeland affects you directly: it affects your body; it affects the collective mind and the collective heart and
the collective spirit.” - Joy Harjo, Poet Laureate of the United States

2021 Annual Meeting
The 75th Annual Meeting of the
Conservation District is Tuesday,
February 9 at the USDA Field Office
in Paola, KS. The meeting starts at 9
AM. Members and partners may attend virtually, via FB Live or Zoom.
Agenda items include: presentation
of district activities and finances, announcement of election results (two
supervisors to serve a 3-year term)
and presentation of conservation
awards. Election held via mail-in
ballots, enclosed with this publication. Ballots received on or before
Feb. 5 will be included in the count
and announced during the annual
meeting. All information related to
the Annual Meeting, including agenda, activity/financial reports and
links to participate virtually, will go
live on our website (miamicountycd.
com) by Friday, Feb. 5.

No-Till Conference
The annual No-Till on the Plains
Conference, offered virtually this
year, is Jan. 26. A limited number
of full scholarships are available
through the district for producers and growers who would like to
attend. See www.notill.org for the
conference agenda.

Aug 12, 2020 - Guetterman Farms hosted their annual soil health field day in
morning and evening sessions. They shared their on-farm research findings,
demonstrating profound benefits associated with no-till and cover crop usage.

Conservation Brief - 2020

Despite the incredible challenges of 2020, district board members, staff,
partners and our clients forged ahead with continuing and new efforts related
to soil/water conservation agricultural practices, watershed protection, prairie management/preservation and urban conservation.
A rich year-long schedule of educational offerings was curtailed in late
March, although we managed to sneak in two soil health events, a prairie
landowner breakfast, and a train-the-trainer environmental education workshop. We missed our hands-on work with students, and are looking forward
to the new year and new opportunities.
In April, we closed out a National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF)
grant, restoring 80 acres of degraded farmland adjacent to Bull Creek, to
native prairie. Thanks to several landowner/stewards of high quality prairie,
we were able to harvest nearly 150 pounds of local wildflower seed. Students
will be able to monitor the planting throughout the establishment period and
beyond, to document increase in plant diversity, bird and pollinator populations. The site will serve as an ongoing learning opportunity for land managers throughout the region.
In July, the National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) awarded us a technical assistance grant to hire an urban conservationist, Chris
Cardwell, who started in October. We are so fortunate to have such a motivated, collaborative and knowledgeable person for this position.
***Please see the website (miamicountycd.com) for a full 2020 activity report.***

Green Infrastructure Series by Chris Cardwell, Urban Conservationist

Green Infrastructure is Everywhere!

Whether you make your home in the country, small town, or urban core your health, safety, and way of life is
largely dependent on public infrastructure. Some obvious examples include electrical transmission wires that
light your home and power your appliances and natural gas lines that heat our living rooms and give us warm
showers every morning. And while that fresh running water coming to our homes also requires a vast network of
treatment and distribution to get to us, there’s an equally important need to manage and treat stormwater – that
includes rainfall runoff from our properties.
As our cities and towns grow, we build more and more impervious
surfaces – like parking lots or building roofs, which don’t allow any
stormwater to pass through them, creating runoff that often ends up
polluting our watersheds. Because we draw our drinking water from our
own watershed (such as Hillsdale Lake, or the Marais des Cygnes River)
it is critically important for our health and for infrastructure costs to find
ways to treat stormwater before it reaches the receiving waters we draw
from – this is where Green Infrastructure (GI) can be most effective.
As a homeowner, choosing native plants with deep, water-storing root
systems or installing a rain garden or rain barrel on your property are all
excellent ways for you to make a positive impact on your watershed. Our
communities plant hundreds of trees that intercept and take up rainfall
runoff, and planted detention basins are also common practice to slow
and store our industrial buildings’ runoff.
But while many projects can be designed and constructed to capture
Rain gardens attempt to mimic the ecological
specific volumes of water on site, some of the simplest ways to implefunctions of a native prairie and can be as
simple as planting deep-rooted natives, such as ment GI for watershed health lie in preservation and restorative conservation practices. Stream buffers are critical – if a waterway crosses your
these, in a chronically wet area in your yard.
property, ensure that its banks are protected from erosion by vegetation,
and that the areas on either side of the stream are densely planted and able to catch runoff as it enters the waterway. Protection of public green spaces promotes watershed and human health, by engaging communities with
the ecosystem they are a part of and slowing down and infiltrating rainfall into the ground. And perhaps most
importantly, understanding your own property’s soil health needs can serve a great benefit – soil rich in organic
matter and biological life can hold and store much greater volumes of water than degraded, compacted urban
soils that are usually left behind after development.
No matter if it’s constructed, restored, or simply preserved, Green Infrastructure can have some of the strongest, most direct & cost-effective impacts on improving our
watershed, and also, our own
public health.
Rain gardens and vegetated swales
may also be designed to convey and
treat water as it flows from impervious
surfaces, such as parking lots, into
nearby streams and water bodies.
Pictured at left is one such green
infrastructure facility, recently established at a local church. These systems
provide multiple benefits in addition
to water quality treatment, including
valuable wildlife habitat and aesthetic
appeal. Organizations and residents
interested in establishing rain gardens
on their property should contact the
conservation district for technical and
financial assistance.

Permanent Vegetation Strategies for Erosion and Nutrient Management
Permanent Vegetation

Land that is highly-eroded or
highly erodible is best managed by
establishment of permanent vegetation, which as a practice, stabilizes
and rebuilds soil over time. In conjunction with grazing or hay production, it can remain a productive,
income-generating endeavor. It may
also, depending on plant selection,
provide significant and critical habitat for struggling bird and insect
populations.
As you consider your land management goals, consider if you
have land that would make better
grassland than cropland. Consider
what other benefits you would like
to achieve - income, habitat, beauty.
Then include us in your conversation. We are happy to visit with all
county residents about grassland
establishment and/or increasing
the biodiversity of your current
grassland by interseeding additional
grass and wildflower species.
In addition to our technical assistance, which everyone can take
advantage of, there are numerous
financial incentive programs for
establishing/improving grasslands.

Soil Health

As soil health practices such as no-till and cover cropping are adopted by
farmers some benefits are observed immediately like erosion control and
weed suppression. Other benefits happen over time, as organic matter increases and soil biology improves. USDA estimates that for each one percent increase in organic matter, water retention increases by 20,000 gallons
per acre! Soil biology consists of valuable microbes and fungal networks,
that assist plant roots in accessing previously unavailable nutrients. Over
time, this may result in the need for less nutrient application and a general improvement in crop health. These microbes depend on living roots to
survive, which cover crops provide in between cropping seasons. Fungal
networks are delicate, and immediately impacted by tillage, explaining
why all soil health practices work hand-in-hand with a continuous no-till
system. Talk to us today about taking this step in your operation.

This Hagie Interseeder, available now for custom cover crop seeding in the area, can pass over standing crops
and shoot seeds through the extendable tubes hanging from 125 ft booms. This new tool, in addition to aerial
seeding, saw thousands of acres of cover crops planted during fall 2020.

2021 Conservation Theme

Many downloads are available at no charge on
NACD’s website - educator’s guide, student booklets
by grade level, bookmarks, posters and more. Other
websites listed here include very high quality educational materials as well. Classroom posters, monarch
fact sheets and native plant field guides are available
at no charge in the district office.

Trees are vital. As the biggest plants on the planet, they absorb carbon
from the atmosphere, stabilize the soil, filter water, provide healthy habitat for wildlife and offer many additional benefits – for nature, people
and biodiversity. Not only is it necessary to protect existing trees and
plant new ones, but it’s also important to advocate and educate about
trees and forest conservation within your community. Please contact us
if you would like additional information for teaching this theme in your
classroom. Students (5th grade and up) participating in conservation
photograph, poster, limerick and speech contests are eligible for awards
and scholarships. Other wonderful resources for learning about forests
include:
- The Natural Inquirer
- National Environmental Education Foundation
- Project Learning Tree
- Arbor Day Foundation

Program Sign Ups

Conservation District/NRCS - Office Hours

Regular Hours 8:30-4:30 Monday-Friday
Due to COVID-19 the field office is closed to the public for
in-person/ walk-in interactions. We are available during office
hours to assist you via phone, and are regularly conducting field
work. Follow the MCCD Facebook page for updates.

100 Angela Street, Ste 3
Paola, KS 66071

Contact Us

Tim Miller, Supervisory DC
Robert Allen, Technician
Tim McCoy, Soil Conservationist

NRCS Staff

Lyle Wobker, Chair
Jerod Ryckert, Vice-Chair
Merle Kaiser, Treasurer
Pansy Bigley, Member
Mike Guetterman, Member
Lesley Rigney, Manager
Cheryl Reynolds, Office Asst.
Chris Cardwell, Urban Cons.

Board and Staff

100 Angela St., Ste 3
Paola, KS 66071

Apply in May!

Pottawatomie Creek
Watershed Livestock producers
in a targeted buffer of Pott. Creek
are eligible for financial incentives
for phosphorus-reducing conservation practices. Rates may be higher
than other programs, especially
for practices that exclude livestock
from creeks and streams such as
fencing, off-stream watering systems, rotational grazing and following a grazing management plan.

Email: info@miamicountycd.com
Web: www.miamicountycd.com

2021 State
Cost-Share
Sign Up

Hillsdale Watershed Restoration and Protection
Landowners and farmers within
3/4 mile buffer zones of main lake
tributaries and the lake itself qualify
for special funding for crop and
grassland management practices
in the Hillsdale Lake Watershed.
Small-scale streambank stabilization, nutrient management, wetland treatment are among the many
practices aiming to reduce nutrient
loading in the lake.

Phone: 913-294-3751 Ext 3
Office Hours: 8:30-4:30 Mon-Fri

CRP
Incentive payments, for establishing permanent, native vegetation
on previously cropped acreage.
The signup is now through Feb.
12. Contact Loretta Verhaeghe for
application information and details
at Paola FSA Office: 913-294-3751
Ext. 2.

