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Newsletter of the Miami County Conservation District

Conservation News
“When we walk, we naturally go to the fields and woods: what would become of us, if we walked only in a garden
or a mall?” - Henry David Thoreau

2020 Annual Meeting

NRCS Staff

The 74th Annual Meeting of the
Conservation District is Tuesday,
January 21 at Paola High School,
401 Angela St., Paola. The meeting
starts, and dinner is served, at 6:00
PM. Bring $5 for dinner. Agenda
items include: presentation of district activities and finances, election
of two supervisors to serve a 3-year
term and presentation of conservation awards. All county residents are
invited to attend. RSVP to the
district by Wednesday, January 15. 913-294-3751 Ext. 3.

Jose Mendoza, Supervisory DC
Robert Allen, Technician
Tim McCoy, Soil Conservationist

Contact Us
100 Angela Street, Ste 3
Paola, KS 66071
Email: info@miamicountycd.com
Web: www.miamicountycd.com
Phone: 913-294-3751 Ext 3
Office Hours: 8:30-4:30 Mon-Fri

No-Till Conference

Program Sign Ups
Federal Programs
Incentive payments, for implementing conservation enhancements
and practices on cropland, forests
and pastures. Program details and
application deadlines vary. Inquire
in the office.

202 State
Cost-Share
Sign Up
Apply in May!

December 2019

Hillsdale Watershed Restoration and Protection
Landowners and farmers within
3/4 mile buffer zones of main lake
tributaries and the lake itself qualify
for special funding for crop and
grassland management practices
in the Hillsdale Lake Watershed.
Small-scale streambank stabilization, nutrient management, wetland treatment are among the many
practices aiming to reduce nutrient
loading in the lake.

Pottawatomie Creek
Watershed Livestock producers
in a targeted buffer of Pott. Creek
are eligible for financial incentives
for phosphorus-reducing conservation practices. Rates may be higher
than other programs, especially
for practices that exclude livestock
from creeks and streams such as
fencing, off-stream watering systems, rotational grazing and following a grazing management plan.

Conservation District/NRCS - Office Hours
Regular Hours 8:30-4:30 Monday-Friday
Dec. 24-25 - Closed
Jan. 1 - Closed
Jan. 20 - Closed

July 23, 2019 - Miami County 4-H members AEEJF Derr and Nova Ptacek assist
with Pale Purple Coneflower and Foxglove seed collection on local prairie remnant. More than a dozen volunteers collected seed on six high quality prairies.

The annual No-Till on the Plains
Conference is Jan. 28-29. Scholarships are available through the
In 2019, the district awarded more than $100,000 to area landowners
district for first-time attendees in the and operators for conservation practices, through the state water resourccounty. See www.notill.org for the
es and non-point source programs and through the Hillsdale watershed
conference agenda.
efforts. The Miami County Commission continued financial support for
district operations and even increased their matching contribution for the
Hillsdale project.
Planting a Prairie
We continued to encourage practices to improve soil health. We hosted
Workshop
workshops, promoted financial assistance programs and provided technical assistance to farmers willing to adopt continuous no-till, cover crops
Establishing a native grass/flower
and grazing as part of a more adaptive and resilient system. We hosted
planting can be challenging! Get
discussions to address barriers to adoption of these practices and worka hand up at this workshop we are
shops to further assist with logics related to grazing cover crops, such as
hosting with Deep Roots KC!
affordable options for water and fencing. It is possible to build a portable,
solar watering system for $500 - ask us how!
Saturday, Jan. 25, 2020
It is estimated that nearly 80% of our historic landscape was native grass9-11:00 AM
land. Trees survived only along streamways and areas where fire could not
Shawnee Mission Park
reach them. Fire was the management practice that allowed prairies to
7900 Renner Road
Shawnee, KS 66219
flourish, and in the absense of it, woody vegetation threatens both native
and “tame” grasslands. The district continues to place a very high priority
RSVP to 913-294-3751 Ext. 3 by Jan. 23.
on projects that reclaim grassland from aggressive woody encroachment.

Conservation Brief - 2019

Conservation Brief (Cont.)

Permanent Vegetation Strategies for Erosion and Nutrient Management

Hillsdale Watershed Efforts

Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP)

The district was awarded a second three-year grant - $167,000 annually - to reduce the amount of nutrients
entering the lake. As the primary source of water for more than 70,000 area residents, it is considered a high priority resource by Kansas Department of Health and Environment, the watershed management agency in Kansas.
We have built strong partnerships
with key watershed stakeholders
- cities, counties, water suppliers, schools and farmers - and are
working on demonstrating new
and innovative practices that could
make real progress on nutrient
management.
During the past three years,
2000+ middle and high school students participated in a watershed
streams unit! This includes one full
week (or more) of in-class instruction and at least a half-day in the
field monitoring streams, wetlands
District Products and and the lake itself. Younger students learn about erosion with our handson rainfall simulator and stream trailer (pictured above).

Services

300 Bushel Manure Spreader
($75/day)
Construction Fabric ($2.50/lf)
Survey Flags ($10 per 100)

Prairie Restoration Project
We continued our partnership with Johnson County Parks & Rec, to
restore an additional 80 acres of land adjacent to Bull Creek. Several landowners in Miami County allowed volunteers to hand harvest wildflower
seed - a valuable contribution to restoration efforts that will enhance the
diversity and resiliency of the sites. Many of the 300+ species of plants on
our remnant prairies are unavailable to purchase commercially.

Seed: Native grass and forbes,
cover crop mixes, species-speFL¿FKDELWDWPL[HV &DOOIRU
pricing.)

This well-known and very popular program is currently in a
general sign-up period, due to
close Feb. 28, 2020. Landowners
who enroll in CRP receive a yearly
rental payment (Miami County
average is $71.00/acre) for voluntarily establishing long-term,
resource-conserving plant species,
such as approved native grasses and
wildflowers. This practice controls
soil erosion, improves water quality
and provides wildlife habitat on
marginally productive agricultural
lands.
The 2018 Farm Bill raised the
acreage cap to 27 million acres nationwide (up from previous cap of
22 million acres). This means that
landowners have the opportunity
to enroll land for the first time, and
currently enrolled landowners will
have the option to re-enroll. 2020
marks the 35th year of CRP and is
estimated to have prevented more
than 9 billion tons of soil from
eroding, enough to fill 600 million
dumptrucks.
For more information, contact
FSA Office 913-294-3751 Ext. 2.

Soil Testing and Nutrient Analysis (no charge, through K-State
Extension)

Pollinator Garden Seed Mix (call
for pricing)
Conservation Trees and Shrubs
(Call for pricing and availability)

Prairie strips, or contour buffer strips, are gaining in popularity in areas
where sedimentation and nutrient loading of streams and reservoirs are
issues. Small portions of cropland are taken out of production for the
benefit of the entire field. Multiple benefits come from planting even 10%
of total field to 15-30 foot strips of prairie along the contour.
- 44% reduction in water runoff
- 95% reduction in soil loss
- 90% reduction in phosphorus export
- 84% reduction in nitrate/nitrogen export
- No change in per acre yield -soybeans and corn
- No change in weed abundance
- Improved habitat for insects and wildlife
***Eligible for financial incentives through state and federal programs.***

This photo is a third year prairie strip planting, on Iowa rowcrop operation. NRCS photo by Lynn Betts.

2020 Conservation Theme

Rain Barrel Kits ($50 per kit)

Field Soil and Water Analysis
(no charge)

Prairie Strips

From Left: Lesley Rigney, District Manager; Lyle Wobker, Chair; Merle Kaiser, Vice-Chair; Pansy Bigley, Member; Mark Peters, Advisor; Eleanor Zuvanich, Treasurer; Shay Hanysak, Outreach/Ed; Chrissie Towler, 2020 Key
Banker; Jose Mendoza, NRCS SDC; Bob Allen, NRCS Tech; Cheryl Reynolds, Office Asst.; Brian Leuker, FSA.

District and federal staff ensure the smooth operations of farm and conservation programs. Board members are elected to three-year terms and
attend monthly meetings, ensure the financial health of the district and set
the direction for implementing conservation priorities in the county. Advisors offer expertise and support to the board as needed.

Many downloads are available at no charge on
NACD’s website - educator’s guide, student booklets
by grade level, bookmarks, posters and more. Other
websites listed here include very high quality educational materials as well. Classroom posters, monarch
fact sheets and native plant field guides are available
at no charge in the district office.

The National Association of Conservation District’s (NACD) CampaignWhere would we BEE without Pollinators? seeks to raise awareness and interest among K-12 students (and their parents) regarding the
importance of pollinators to humans and other life. We offer engaging
classroom activities for schools (grades 5-12) who request it and as we are
available. Teachers and parents interested in accessing online resources
can check out www.nacdnet.org. Teachers interested in participating in
poster/limerick/speech contests should contact us. State and national winners receive awards and scholarships.
Other wonderful resources for learning about pollinators and pollinator
gardening include:
- The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation (xerces.org)
- Monarch Watch (monarchwatch.org)
- North American Butterfly Association (naba.org)
- Deep Roots KC (deeprootskc.org)

