Newsletter of the Miami County Conservation District

Water Wisdom

December 2018

“We abuse land because we see it as a commodity belonging to us. When we see land as a community to which
we belong, we may begin to use it with love and respect.” - Aldo Leopold

2019 Annual Meeting
The 73rd Annual Meeting of the
Conservation District is Tuesday,
January 22 at Paola High School, 401
Angela St., Paola. The meeting starts,
and dinner is served, at 6:00 PM.
Agenda items include: presentation
of district activities and finances,
election of one supervisor to serve
a 3-year term and presentation of
conservation awards. All county residents are invited to attend. RSVP
to the district by Friday,
January 11. 913-294-3751 Ext.
Nov. 5, 2018 - Louisburg farmer, Ken Rigney, stands in a 30-acre corn field, seed3.
ed with a multi-species cover crop mix of cereal rye, oats, barley, canola, radish

No-Till Conference

and clover.

Conservation Brief - 2018

In 2018, the district awarded more than $70,000 to area landowners and
operators for conservation practices, through the state water resources
and non-point source programs and through the Hillsdale watershed
efforts. The Miami County Commission continued financial support for
district operations and the Hillsdale project.
Integrated soil health practices have risen to the forefront of conservation in agriculture, and the district with its partners hosted workshops,
promoted cost-share programs and provided technical assistance (and encouragement) to farmers willing to adopt continuous no-till, cover crops
Winter Livestock
and grazing as part of a more adaptable and resilient system. EnvironmenWorkshop
tal and economic returns are often substantial.
The district board continues to consider brush management on grassK-State Extension is partnering
lands a top priority, as invasive trees and shrubs encroach and quickly take
with the district to host a livestock
over. We are happy to support the Eastern Kansas Prescribed Burn Associworkshop at Wyckoff Cattle Comation as they work together to manage our fire-adapted landscapes.
pany Saturday, February 9 at 10 AM. State funding for traditional soil conservation practices, such as terraces
This will be a highly informative
and waterways, is still at a level far below demand. This has forced the
workshop for producers interested
board to reduce the overall landowner limit to $3,000 for all state-funded
in efficiently feeding and sheltering projects. Luckily, reauthorization of the federal farm bill helps to bridge
livestock during winter months.
the gap through the EQIP and CSP programs. Those programs require a
Please contact the district for more lengthier application process, but may also offer better payment rates, with
details. BBQ lunch provided! RSVP much higher landowner limits. Visit with us today about your plans!
to 913-294-4306.
The annual No-Till on the Plains
Conference is Jan. 26-28. Scholarships are available through the
district for first-time attendees in the
county. See www.notill.org for the
conference agenda.

District Products and
Services
300 Bushel Manure Spreader
($75/day)
Construction Fabric ($2.50/lf)
Survey Flags ($10 per 100)
Seed: Native grass and forbes,
cover crop mixes, species-specific habitat mixes. (Call for
pricing.)
Rain Barrel Kits ($50 per kit)
Soil Testing and Nutrient Analysis (no charge, through K-State
Extension)
Field Soil and Water Testing (no
charge)
Pollinator Garden Seed Mix (no
charge while supplies last)
Conservation Trees and Shrubs
(Call for pricing and availability)

District Board clockwise from top left: Pansy Bigley, Lyle Wobker,
Merle Kaiser, Jared Ryckert, Mark Peters (advisor), Jenny Fyock
(advisor), Eleanor Zuvanich.

Board members are elected to three-year
terms and attend monthly meetings, ensure
the financial health of the district and set the
direction for implementing conservation priorities in the county. Advisors offer expertise
and support to the board as needed.

Conservation Brief (Continued)

Hillsdale Watershed Efforts

We entered Year 3 of the first Hillsdale Watershed Restoration and Protection Strategy (WRAPS) Grant July 1.
More than 75,000 residents in Johnson and Miami counties rely on Hillsdale Lake for drinking water, and demand is growing! The group who leads this effort, the Hillsdale Watershed Coalition, sets goals and determines
strategies for achieving nitrogen, phosphorus and sediment reductions outlined in the long-term watershed plan.
During the past year, the group targeted funds to projects within a 3/4 mile buffer zone of major tributaries and
the lake itself. We expect to meet or exceed all load reduction targets (see graphic on left), which puts us in a
highly competitive position for the next round of grants.
By the end of the first project period, more than 1000 middle and high school students will have participated
in a watershed streams unit! This includes one full week of in-class instruction and at least a half-day in the field
monitoring streams, wetlands and the lake itself. More than 750 elementary students will have participated in a
short watershed/stream dynamics presentation with our stream simulation trailer.

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Grant

We competed in a nation-wide grant competition to complete an 80-acre prairie restoration in Bull Creek
sub-watershed, and were the only project in Kansas selected to receive funding. This project is exciting because
it allows us to work with many new partners to accomplish not only improved water quality in Bull Creek, but
improved habitat for wildlife (including pollinators) and educational opportunities for students who will be
participating in bird counts, pollinator surveys, plant surveys and water quality monitoring at the site. When the
full Bull Creek restoration project is complete (at least 500 acres), it will the largest prairie restoration effort ever,
in the KC metro area.
As part of the project, we are looking for local landowners with remnant prairies. These are native grasslands,
that have never been broken out for agriculture. We know they are exceedingly rare, but many small remnants
still exist in the county, and this is where the greatest abundance and diversity of plants remain. Please contact
the district office if you are interested in participating in this project, by allowing a small team of experienced
seed collectors to responsibly harvest wildflower seed from your prairie. You will also be invited to attend special
sessions to share and learn about our native prairie remnants, and how to best manage them for plant and insect
diversity.
Partners include:
• Burroughs Audubon
• Johnson County Park and Recreation District
• KC Native Plant Initiative
• KC Wildlands
• US Fish and Wildlife - Marais des Cygnes Refuge
• USD 231 Gardner-Edgerton School District

2019 Conservation Theme

The National Association of Conservation District’s
(NACD) Life in the Soil: Dig Deeper Campaign seeks to
raise awareness and interest amongst K-12 students (and
their parents) regarding the importance of soil to humans
and other beings. We offer engaging classroom activities for
schools, grades 5-12, who request it and as we are available.
Teachers and parents interested in accessing online resources can check out www.nacdnet.org. We have not participated in poster/limerick/speech contests recently, due to lack
of interest, but if any teacher or group of parents is interested, please contact us. State and national winners receive
prizes and scholarships.

Program Sign Ups

USDA Service Center - Holiday Office Closings
Dec. 24 - Closed
Dec. 25 - Closed
Jan. 1 - Closed
Jan. 21 - Closed

100 Angela Street, Ste 3
Paola, KS 66071

Contact Us

Jose Mendoza, Supervisory DC
Robert Allen, Technician

NRCS Staff

Lyle Wobker, Chair
Merle Kaiser, Vice-Chair
Eleanor Zuvanich, Treasurer
Pansy Bigley, Member
Jerod Ryckert, Member
Mark Peters, Advisor
Lesley Rigney, Manager
Cheryl Reynolds, Office Asst.

Board and Staff

100 Angela St., Ste 3
Paola, KS 66071

Fill out an application during the
month of May!

Farm Bill Update
The 2018 Farm Bill passed December 12, with continued support for
safety nets, conservation programs
(EQIP and CSP) and Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). New
emphasis on urban agriculture may
benefit local vegetable growers.
Check the district website www.
miamicountycd.com and Facebook
page for information about program roll-out, as we learn more.

Email:
mi.co.conservation@gmail.com
Web:
www.miamicountycd.com

2019 CostShare Sign Up

Hillsdale Watershed Restoration and Protection
(Conservation District)
Special cost-share program, similar to state program, for cropland
and pasture conservation practices
in the Hillsdale Lake Watershed.
Higher cost-share rates are available
for some practices and sign-ups
are ongoing. Contact district for
details.

Phone: 913-294-3751 Ext 3

Conservation Stewardship Program (NRCS)
Incentive payments, per acre, for
implementing specific conservation enhancements on croplands
and pastures. Up to $25/acre for
cropland and $12/acre for pastures.
Deadline is usually in February.

